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THE EARL Or CARLISLE, 


MY L OR D, 

Beg leave to preſent to your Lan, the lowing 
[ Ode; for at whoſe ſhrine can it be olfiard with more 
propriety, than at your Lordſhip's, whoſe taſte for Poetry, 
as well as for every other part of polite Literature, is ſo 
juſtly, and fo univerſally acknowledged ? Your Lordſhip 
has yourſelf made no inconſiderable figure in the Lyric; 


but I will not ſo much flatter you, even in a Dedication, 


as to affirm, that you have perfectly ſucceeded. 1 allow, 


that the very few pieces with which you have favoured 
the public, are as elegant and beautiful as any in our 


language: Town, that in every one of them there are 


juſt conception, lively imagination, correct expreſſion, and 


clear connection ; but I know your Lordſhip's goodneſs 


will 
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„ ln 
will pardon me, when I preſume to aſſert, that all theſe 
excellencies are utterly repugnant to the noble frenzy, and 
ſublime obſcurity of the Ode ; both which are ſufficiently 
viſible in this, which I have here the honour to lay be- 


fore your Lordſhip, and which I take to be a model of. 
perfection: My obligations perhaps, may make me par- 


tial to its merits. As to the publication of it, I am in- 


—_ I am, 


MY LORD, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt devoted and 


_ obedient humble Servant,. 


The EDITOR. 


PREFACE. 


debted for this opportunity of aſſuring your Lordſhip: that 


> 
ccc 


F R E F A C FE. 
_ FF HE following Ode was found in the cabinet of a 
late celebrated writer; and is eſteemed, by the. beſt 
judges, to be the moſt perfect compoſition of the kind that 
is any where to be met with amongft the productions of 

the numerous lyric poets. of modern times. | 

: That learned and judicious. critic, Dr, Joſeph Trap, in his 
Prælectiones Poeticæ, thus deſcribes the moſt excellent com- 
poſers of lyric Poems or Odes. © Conceptus omnium ar- 
« dentiſlimi;, a vulgaribus cogitatis remotiſſimi; metho- 
% dum fugere videntur; tranſitiones affectant, quæ nulla 
arte fieri videntur, nihilo licet plus artis inſit. Sententi- 
© arum nexus & copulas negligere amant; modo abrupto & 


« improviſo poema incipiunt, & finiunt; & furore quodam 


* 


0 


uſitatis legibus & regulis ſuperiore, ab hoc ad illud de- 
“ volant, nulla loquendi formulis venia vel obtenta prius, 
« aut petita.” Which, for the benefit of Ladies and Gen- 


tlemen, I thus tranſlate ; Their conceptions are the moſt 


. © daring 


„ 
« daring and moſt remote from all vulgar ideas, or com- 
« mon ſenſe; they ſeem to fly from all method ; they 


affect tranſitions, which appear to be void of all art, 


ce though in them there is a great deal; they are fond 


of neglecting all connections; they begin and end 
ce their poem in a manner abrupt, ſudden; and unexpected ; 


< and with a madneſs ſuperior to all the laws and rules of 


writing, daſh about from one thing to another, without 


obtaining pardon, or even condeſcending to afk it.“ 


Theſe rules have been obſerved with great diligence, and 


ſome ſucceſs, by moſt of the writers of modern Odes ; but 


have never been adhered to with that happy exactneſs, as 
in the piece which is now before us. It begins in a manner 


the moſt abrupt and unexpected, and ends as abruptly as 


it begins. It opens with a moſt ſublime ſpeech of a 


'Giant, ſuppoſed to have run mad from ſome diſappoint- 


ment in ambition or love; and this, in conformity to the 


ftricteſt laws of criticiſm, and the example of our moſt 


admired writers of Odes, is ſo artificially contrived, that the 
reader, however ſagacious he may be, cannot poſſibly diſ- 


cover, befare he arrives at the end of the ſecond ſtanza, 


whether it is the ſpeech of the Giant or the Poet, or any 


f ſpeech at all. 
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T he tranſition from the Giant's ſpeech, to that beautiful 
deſcription of the Morning, is truly Pindaric ; the ſudden 


- apoſtrophe to the Sun, is perfectly ſublime ; and that to 


the Moon no leſs tender and pathetic : the deſcriptions 


of the Four Seaſons are wonderfully pictureſque, and are 


not, as uſual, copies drawn from the ſcenery of Italian 


groves, and the plains of Arcadia, but true originals, taken 
on the ſpot in Old England, and formed of ideas intirely 
new. And the addreſs to Liberty, which concludes this 
admirable Ode, is far ſuperior to any thing of that kind, 
with which we are ſo frequently entertained by our moſt 
admired poets; as it is more expreſſive of the true ſenſe 
and ſpirit of an Engliſhman. 

Juſt and lively pictures are the very eſſence of an Ode, 
as well as of an Auction- room, whether there are any 
proper places to hang them in or not; and ſuch there 
are in the narrow compaſs of this little piece, of every 


thing that is great and beautiful in Nature; of the 


morning riſing from the ocean; of the ſun, the moon, 


and the planetary ſyſtem; of a giant and a hermit; of 
woods, rocks, and mountains, and the ſeaſons of the re- 
volving year: and in all theſe, the images are ſo intirely 


5 new, 


* 
L viii 1 
new, the tranſitions ſo ſudden and unexpected, ſo void of 
all apparent art, yet not without much of that which is 
quite inviſible; the thoughts are ſo ſublime, ſo diſtant | | 


from all vulgar ideas, or common ſenſe, that the judicious 


reader will ſcarcely find in it a ſingle deviation from the 


ſevereſt laws of juſt criticiſm ; and if he can peruſe this 
incomparable work without an enthuſiaſtic admiration, he 
ought to conclude, that whatever delight he may receive 
from poetry of other kinds, he is one of thoſe unfortunate 
genius's who have no taſte for that moſt ſublime ſpecies of 
it, the Ode. 3 
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LL combat Nature, interrupt her courſe, - 


* 


And baffle all her ſtated laws by force; 
Tear from its bed the deeply-rooted pine, 


* 


0 


And hurl it up the craggy mountain's ſide ; 


Divert the tempeſt from its deſtin'd line, 


And ſtem the torrent of th' impetuous tide ; 


* 


Teach the dull ox to dance, the aſs to play, 


* o 9 


And even obſtinate Americans 


t obey. 
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Like ſome dread Herald, tygers Ill compell 
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In the ſame field with flags i in peace to dwell: 
The rampant lion now erect ſhall ſtand, 
Nov couchant at my feet ſhall lye depreſt; : 
And if he dares but queſtion my command, 
With one ſtrong blow I'll halve him to a creſt 
Thus ſpoke the giant Gogmagog : the ſound 


Reverberates from all the echoing rocks around. 


Now Morning, rob d 1 in ſaffron-colour' d gown, 
Her head with pink and pea- green ribbands beg, 
Climbs the celeſtial ſtaircaſe, and looks down 


From out the gilt balcony of the Eaſt ; 


From whence around ſhe "of 


The cryſtal lakes and tufted trees, - 
The lawns all powder'd o er with Rrageling flocks, 


T heſcarce ce enlighten d Wa _ high 0 er-ſhadowing rocks. 


Enamour d 
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Enamour'd with her newly-dawning charms, 
Old Ocean views her with deſiring eyes, 
And longs once more to claſp her in his arms, 9 
Repenting he had ſuffer'd her to riſe; 
Forth from his tumbled bed, 
From whence ſhe juſt had fled, 


To the ſlow, loitering hours he roars amain, 


To haſten back the lovely fugitive again. 


Parent of life | refulgent lamp of day | 


Without whoſe genial animating ray 

Men, beaſts, the teeming earth, and rolling ſeas, 
Courts, camps, and mighty cities, 1n a trice 

Muſt ſhare one common fate, intenſely freeze, 
And all become one folid mals of ice; 

Ambition wou'd be froze, and Faction numb, 


Speeches congeal'd, and Orators be dumb. 


ER Say 


Say, what new worlds and ſyſtems you ſurvey | 
In cireling round your planetary way 
What Beings Saturn's orb inhabit, tell, 
Where cold in everlaſting triumph reigns; 
Or what their frames, who unconſum'd can dwell 
In Mercury's red-hot and molten plains; 
| Say | for moſt ardently I wiſh to know, _ 


What bodies can endure eternal fire, or ſnow. 


And thou, ſweet Moon! canſt tell a ſofter tale; 


To thee the Maid, thy likeneſs, fair and pale, 


In penſive contemplation oft applies, 


When parted from her lov'd and loving Swain, 
And looks on you with tear-beſprinkled eyes, 

And ſighs and looks, and looks and ſighs again ; 
Say, for thou know'ſt what conſtant hearts endure ; 


And by thy frequent changes teach the cure. 


Thy 
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Thy gentle beams the lonely hermit ſees. 


Gleam thro' the waving branches of the trees, 

Which, high-embow'ring, ſhade his gloomy cell, 
Where undiſturb'd perpetual filence reigns, - 

Unleſs the owl is heard, or diſtant bell, 


Or the wind whiſtling o'er the furzy plains. 


How bleſt to dwell in this ſequeſter d ſpot: 


Forgetting parliaments ; by them forgot! 


Now lovely Spring her velvet mantle ſpreads, - 


And paints with green and gold the flow'ry meads 5 

Fruit- trees in vaſt white perriwigs are ſeen, 
Reſembling much ſome antiquated beau, 

Which North-eaſt winds, that blow ſo long and keen, 
Powder full oft with gentle fleaks of ſnow; 

Soft Nightingales their tuneful vigils hold, 


And ſweetly ſing and ſhake----and ſhake with cold. 


Summer 


( 12 ) 
Summer ſucceeds ; in ey nings ſoft and warm, 
Thrice- happy lovers ſaunter arm in arm; 
The gay and fair now quit the duſty town, 
O'er turnpike-roads inceſſant chaiſes ſweep, | 
And whirling, bear their lovely adings down, 
To brace their nerves beneath the briny deep ; 


There with ſucceſs each ſwain his nymph aſſails, 


As birds, they ſay, are caught can we but ſalt their tails. 


Then Autumn, more ſerene, if not ſo bright * 8 
Regales at once our palate, and our ſight , 
| ; With Joy the ruddy orchards we behold, 
And of Its purple cluſters rob the vine "tif 
The ſpacious fields are cover d oer with gold, 
Which the glad farmer counts as ready coin; 
But diſappointment oft his hopes attends--- 


In tythes and nuldews the rich 206 669 ends. 


Laſt, 
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Laſt, Winter comes; decrepit, old, and dull; 
Vet has his comforts too---his barns are full; 

The Bent converſe, circulatin g glaſs, 
And chearful fire, are his: to him bing 
Th' enlivening dance that warms the chilly laſs, | 
The ſerious game at whiſt, and merry ſong ; | 
Nor wants he beauties---ſee the Sun-beams plow 


Oer lakes of cryſtal ice, and plains of filver ſnow ! 


Thus roll the ſeaſons o'er Britannia's land, 
But none her treeborn-weather can command : 
| Seaſons unlike to thoſe in ſervile climes, 
Which o'er Hiſpania's or Italia's plains 
Diſpenſe, at regular and ſtated times, 
Succeſſive heat and cold, and drought and rains; 
Her 5 corning, like her Ws, to be controul d, 


Breathe heat 1 in Winter oft, and oft in Summer cold. 


Hail 
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